Class Planters," "Longhorn Cattle"-to such esoteric subjects as "Lactose Deficiency," "Triticale," "Conversion of Biomass to Fuel," and "Ocean Farming." Readers accustomed to chronological, narrative history will find disconcerting the sudden topical transitions: from the frontier fur trade to living historical farms (p. 65), from nineteenthcentury crop pests to the registration and labeling of pesticidies by the Food and Drug Administration (p. 69), and from colonial agricultural societies and periodicals to the history of the USDA (p. 89). This disjointed narration, connected by only tenuous themes, betrays the author's lack of training in historical writing.
On the other hand, what sets this fascinating book apart from the eminently readable agricultural history of John T. Schiebecker, Whereby We Thrive (1975) , is the emphasis on the scientific aspects of farm crops, insect pests, fertilizers, and environmental problems. Ebeling's career in entomology enables him to discuss such topics as the development of plant "gene banks." Since one-crop agriculture is prone to diseases and pests, the author relates how plant breeders, utilizing the USDA's gene bank with its 100,000 grain varieties, have developed resistant plants by hybridization (p. 244) .
While the scientific sections of the book are original and reliable, readers unfamiliar with recent agricultural writings will find old stereotypes reinforced willy-nilly. For instance, Ebeling relies upon Webb's Great Plains (pp. 216-217) without taking account of Fred A. Shannon's incisive critique. Midwestern "claim clubs" are portrayed as squatters' rights organizations (p. 163) rather than land speculation ventures, as Allan Bogue has convincingly demonstrated. Ebeling asserts that "sod was the common building material" on the plains (p. 162), whereas James Malin in his Kansas studies found the "sawed" rather than sod houses were the norm on the prairies. Similarly, in the old tradition of Benjamin Rush and James D. Foust, colonial German farmers in Pennsylvania and elsewhere are touted as superior to all other ethnic groups (pp. 76, 82-87, 169), despite James T. Lemon's careful analysis in Poor Man's Country, which showed that all ethnic groups in eastern Pennsylvania adopted similar cropping and animal husbandry practices.
These misinterpretations, and many more not cited here, are the result of bibliographic oversights. Standard works which the author could have consulted with profit are: Paul W. More important, Ebeling extols the virtues of the American system of agriculture throughout the book without once acknowledging the impact of the giant agribusiness corporations that now virtually control American agricultural enterprise. As John Shover noted pointedly in First Majority-Last Minority: The Transformation of Rural Life in America (1976) , 90 percent of America's largest export crop, grain, is handled by only five concerns: Cargill, Continental, Cook, Dreyfuss, and Bunge (p. 197) . The term agribusiness, coined already in 1956 and much in vogue recently, fails even to appear in the detailed index of the book.
The strength of the Fruited Plain is its discussion of the scientific aspects of agriculture and the extensive discussion of California farming in the twentieth century, including the aquaduct and irrigation systems. The colonial and midwestern portions of the story suffer by comparison and readers should rely on the newer works mentioned above. That an entomologist would undertake a venture as ambitious as this in agricultural history deserves commendation. Despite the shortcomings, the book can be used with profit by students of American agriculture.
